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Obviously, history taking and physical examination are important in infectious diseases. Efforts to determine the
etiologic agents are important as well. To do this, you should collect specimen for culture appropriately. Without
culture, you can never know antimicrobial susceptibility of the etiologic agents. To infer etiologic agents, patient’ s
history and the Gram stain examination of patient specimens are essential. Although the Gram stain is essential in
infectious diseases, some physicians do not perform it or cannot evaluate it appropriately. It is said that the Gram stain
is one component of a physical examination. Therefore, if appropriate specimen is not collected, specimen should be
collected again. If the smears are not correctly prepared or stained, the staining procedure should be repeated.

In this session, the basics of infectious diseases will be discussed.



