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Case presentation:
A 68-year-old man presented with chief complaint of dyspnea. He had developed fever and arthralgia 2 
weeks before and left cordial pain 3 days before coming to the hospital. His past medical histories were atrial 
fibrillation and diabetes mellitus. On examination of the patient, the blood pressure was 129/75 mmHg, the 
pulse was 92 beats per minute, the body temperature was 36.3°C and oxygen saturation of the blood was 
95% under administration of oxygen (2L/minute). Physical examination showed just irregular tachycardia. 
In the laboratory tests,  WBC count was 12,600/μL, CRP was 33.2mg/dL and BNP was 241.3pg/mL. ECG 
showed irregular tachycardia and ST elevation in Ⅰ, aVL, aVF and from V2 to V6. Chest X ray demonstrated 
cardiomegaly and CT scan revealed pericardial effusion. We diagnosed him with pericarditis and started 
treatment with NSAID(Loxoprofen) after diagnostic workup. Three days later, one of the blood cultures 
became positive and Campylobacter fetus subsp. fetus was detected. We used ceftriaxone for 10 days 
and switched to ampicillin intravenously. Pericardial effusion gradually reduced and WBC and CRP also 
decreased. We replaced intravenous antibiotics with oral amoxicillin and discharged the patient. 

Discussion:
In developed countries, about 90% of pericarditis cases are presumed to be viral. On the other hand, prulent 
pericarditis accounts for only 1-3%, however antibacterial drug is necessary to cure. Campylobacter fetus 
subsp. fetus is an organism living in gastrointestinal tracts of cattle and sheep. It enters people through 
contact with domestic animals and eating raw meat. Therefore, when curved bacteria are detected from blood 
cultures, it is important to bear the organism in mind, take prudent medical history and choose appropriate 
treatment.


