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Clostridium septicum causes infected aortic aneurysm, which is associated with high mortality and 
colorectal malignancy. We report a case of an infected aortic aneurysm caused by C. septicum in a patient 
with ascending colon cancer, who could successfully recover from the infection after antimicrobials and 
aggressive surgical intervention.
An 82-year-old Japanese woman presented with a 20-day and 14-day history of fever and back pain, 
respectively. She had been taking antimicrobials for 2 weeks; however, the back pain had progressively 
worsened. On admission, computed tomography revealed a thoracic aortic aneurysm with periaortic gas. We 
diagnosed it as an infected aortic aneurysm and initiated intravenous meropenem and vancomycin. Since C. 
septicum grew on blood culture, we changed the antimicrobials to intravenous penicillin G. After 14 days 
of admission, we detected an impending aortic rupture and performed aortic replacement surgery. After 52 
days of admission, we changed the antimicrobial to oral clindamycin as a chronic antimicrobial suppressive 
therapy. Furthermore, we identified presence of ascending colon cancer by colonoscopy and performed 
ascending colon resection on the 74th day of admission. She recovered from the infection and was discharged 
on the 179th day of admission; she could walk by herself supported by a cane.
A 6-month mortality rate of C. septicum-infected aortic aneurysm is 79.5%. Among patients aged over 80 
years, our patient is the second reported survival case worldwide. Cancer, which is the bacterial entry site, is 
identified in 82.5% of patients with C. septicum-infected aortic aneurysms. Thus, surgical interventions for 
infected aortic aneurysm as well as colorectal cancer are important. We believe that appropriate diagnosis 
and aggressive surgical interventions led to her successful outcome. Our findings suggest that it is essential to 
consider colon cancer on encountering C. septicum bacteremia.


