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Introduction:
90% of the causes of hypercalcemia are primary hyperparathyroidism or malignancy. We experienced a case 
of hypercalcemia associated with malignant lymphoma.

Case:
An 83-year-old Japanese man with a history of hypertension, diabetes, and chronic renal failure presented to 
emergency department with anorexia and weakness.
Two weeks before admission, he gradually lost his appetite. Upper endoscopy conducted by his former 
physician showed gastric ulcer.
One week before admission, he could not go to the bathroom by himself.

On physical examination, consciousness is JCSⅠ-1. His vital signs were BP 168/95 mmHg, PR 85 bpm, RR 
15 bpm, and BT 36.9°C, and there were no special findings on neurological examinations without weakness. 
His serum corrected Ca level was 14.0 mEq/L. Hypercalcemia was considered to be the cause of anorexia 
and weakness. 
A CT scan revealed pancreatic tail enlargement and left cervical, axillary, supraclavicular fossa, Abdominal 
para-aortic and perigastric lymph nodes swelling. Isotonic saline volume expansion and bolus furosemide, 
elcatonin, zoledronic acid were administered for hypercalcemia with poor response. Low PTH(5 pg/ml), 
low PTHrP(<1.0 pmol/L), high 1, 25 (OH) Vit. D(170 pg/ml), high IL2-R(6930 U/L) suspected malignant 
lymphoma and pathological findings of a biopsy performed by a previous doctor resulted in the diagnosis of 
DLBCL. He was transferred to another hospital for treatment. The patient was treated with PSL 1 mg / kg / 
day, and the course was good. After that, chemotherapy was given.

Consideration:
We experienced a relatively rare case of malignant lymphoma as the cause of hypercalcemia. There are 
several mechanisms of hypercalcemia caused by malignancy. In case of malignant lymphoma, 1, 25 (OH) 
Vit. D elevates. Measurement of PTH, PTHrP, and 1, 25 (OH) Vit. D is important to differentiate it.


