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Paraquat (PQ) is one of the most widely used herbicides in the world and one of most famous 
herbicide for suicide intent. PQ intoxication is a serious public health problem not only in Japan 
but all over the world. In 1999, Japan banned the sale of PQ. Now, PQ is not be available for farm, 
but a large number of PQ is still sleeping in barn. Number of suicide cases with PQ is getting 
smaller and smaller, however, it has been reported. Physicians have to recognize the severity of 
PQ poisoning. In this case report, we aimed to present suicide attempt case with PQ poisoning 
with autopsy images.

75 years-old woman was taken to our hospital with PQ poisoning for suicide attempt. She took 
about 200mL of PQ, and vomited a half of it. At arrival to our emergency room, her conscious was 
drowsy. Lethal dosage of PQ is estimated 10 to 15 mL. The amount of PQ she took was over lethal 
dose, we decided to intubation and to perform gastric lavage. after several hours, she felt into 
circulatory failure. any vasopressor could not maintain her circulation, she was dead.

Her autopsy images revealed severe bilateral lung congestion, necrosis of convoluted tubule, 
necrosis of adrenal cortex and non-caseating granuloma of para-aortic lymph nodes. Sarcoidosis 
was sub-clinical and never affected her prognosis. The sever PQ poisoning brought multi-organ 
failure and death. We, physicians, never forget the severity of PQ poisoning.


